GAY’S THE WORD

LESBIAN & GAY BOOKSHOP 


Welcome to the GTW Review of kid’s books that celebrate difference, diversity, tolerance and same gender love and family structures. They all deal tenderly with the notion that it is ‘OK to be different...’ We supply these titles to parents, schools and libraries in the UK and abroad. 0207 278 7654
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  CHILDREN’S BOOKS

A selection of some of the picture-books for children. Ages 4 – 9

The Harvey Milk Story
Kari Krakow 

On a rainy day in January, on the steps of San Francisco’s City Hall, Harvey Milk was sworn into office, the first openly gay elected city official in the United States of America. Harvey Milk had made history and showed the world that by not being afraid to be yourself, you can give others the courage to be proud of who they are. £12.99

The Great Big Book of Families

Mary Hoffman/Ros Asquith

Great little book that shows all the varieties of families, including lesbian and gay parents, and also features homes and holidays, school and pets etc  £11.99
The Princesses Have a Ball
Teresa Bateman

Every night the princesses mysteriously ware out their shoes. The king wonders what his daughters are up to at night - why aren’t they dreaming of princes? But with the help of a clever cobbler, the perfect shoes, and a very special ball, the princesses soon make their own dreams come true. £5.99

Dad David, Baba Chris and Me
Ed Merchant
 Ben is eight years old. He lives in an ordinary house in an ordinary street and goes to an ordinary school. In fact he’s just like everybody else. Or is he? Ben lives with his two dads who adopted him when he was four. Children at his junior school find out and tease him. Ben gets worried because he doesn’t want to be different from everybody else. By the British Association for Adoption and Fostering. £8.95 NEW UK
The Story of Ferdinand

Munro Leaf

All the other young bulls love to strut and snort and lock horns. They dream of going to fight in the Madrid bull ring. Not Ferdinand. He is much happier sitting about under his favourite tree smelling the flowers. £3.99

And Tango Makes Three
Justin Richardson

This is the true story of Roy and Silo, two male penguins who live in Central Park Zoo who’ve been in a committed relationship for nearly seven years. They try their darnedest to hatch a rock. When sympathetic zookeepers realise what the couple’s trying to do, they get an abandoned egg from a female penguin, which Roy and Silo promptly adopt, hatch and raise as their own. That’s Tango, of course. £6.99

The Boy Who Cried Fabulous

Leslea Newman

With so many fabulous things to see and do, Roger finds it difficult to arrive anywhere on time. But when he is late for school (again!), his parents respond by banning the word “Fabulous” from Roger’s vocabulary. Using his own creative style, the irrepressible boy finds another way to express himself. And the outcome is…marvellous, glorious, simply divine! £6.99

King & King
Linda deHaan

The Queen decrees that it’s time for the prince to marry and the search is on! Princesses come from far and wide hoping to catch his eye. Will the prince be charmed by a magic act? Tantalised by arias? Or will he simply follow his heart? Enter the jubilant world of King & King, a merry and modern tale of living happily ever after. £12.99 Plus the follow-up book King & King & Family*, also £12.99

Mom & Mum 

Are Getting Married 

Ken Setterington

When Rosie finds out that her two mothers are planning to get married, she has only one worry…will she get to be a flower girl? A joyful celebration of love and family in a changing world. £11.99

My Princess Boy
Cheryl Kilodavis
Dyson loves the colour pink and sparkly things. Sometimes he wears dresses and sometimes he wears jeans. He likes to wear his princess tiara, even when climbing trees. He's a Princess Boy, and his family loves him exactly the way he is. This is a story about love and acceptance. It is also a call for tolerance and an end to bullying and judgments. £11.99

It’s Okay to Be Different

Todd Parr

Children can sometimes grow up having the problems of low self-esteem and feeling uncomfortable in expressing their individuality. But through the use of colourful pictures, this book shows that it is precisely such individual differences which make each person so unique and valuable. £7.99

The Sissy Duckling
Harvey Fierstein

Elmer is not like the other boy ducklings. While they like to build forts, he loves to bake cakes. While they like to play baseball, he wants to put on the halftime show. Elmer is a great big sissy. But when his father is wounded by a hunter’s shot, Elmer proves that the biggest sissy can also be the greatest hero. £.699
Josh & Jaz Have 3 Mums

Hedi Argent

A heart-warming story that encourages an understanding of same-sex parents. Josh and Jaz are five-year old twins who have been adopted by their two mums. When their teacher asks them to draw a family tree they get upset and worried that everyone in their class will laugh at them. £8.95

Christian, the Hugging Lion 
Justin Richardson
From the moment that Ace and John brought Christian the lion cub home from a London department store, they knew they had created a special family. But Christian soon grew too big to live with them in their small apartment, so Ace and John flew Christian to Africa to live with other lions. A year later, they went to visit. Would Christian remember them? NEW from the authors of ‘And Tango Makes Three’ £5.99
Picnic in the Park

J. Griffiths & T. Pearce

A charming picture book for children which shows that families are diverse and come in all shapes and sizes. Jason is going to have a picnic in the park for his fifth birthday. Amy and Stuart are there with their foster parents and Amber is there too with her two mummies and what’s more…they’ve all bought presents! £8.95

Something Else
Kathryn Cave

‘Something Else’ is a funny looking little blue creature. He tries to be like the other animals. But everything he does shows how different he is. Then ‘Something’, a blond fella with a snout, turns up and wants to be friends. But ‘Something Else’ isn’t sure he’s at all like him. Enchanting. £.699 
Who’s in a Family?
Robert Skutch

Who’s in a family? The people who love you the most! Chances are, your family is like no one else’s – and that’s just fine. Illustrates different family structures and references examples from the animal kingdom. £5.99
Oliver Button Is a Sissy
Tomie dePaola

Everyone calls Oliver a sissy, because he likes to do all the things that boys aren’t supposed to do. His dad tells him to stop being such sissy and go out and play sports. So he thinks about the kind of exercise he wants to do and, with the help of his Mum, decides to become a dancer and perform in a talent show. But what will the other kids think? £5.99

Pink!

   Lynne Richards

Patrick wakes up one day to discover he's turned pink! What will his friends think? Will he still fit in? Patrick crosses the ocean in search of flamingos - birds who are pink like him. But maybe they are not so much the same after all. Patrick learns that friendship is never black and white and that real friends will accept you whatever. £5.99 
Spacegirl Pukes
Katy Watson

When nausea grips intrepid Spacegirl on the day of a mission to the stars she is lucky to have two mummies to help her out, but soon – yes – everyone is going “Bleurgh!” Will there be enough buckets? Will her mission be cancelled? Will she ever reach the stars? £5.99

If I Had a Hundred Mummies
Vanda Carter

This is a story about how the world works, concentrating on the special relationship between parents and children. With colourful pictures on every witty page, the young narrator flourishes some of her funniest, brightest, occasionally successful and frequently exhausting ideas. £5.99

I Want Toast

Anna Wilson &Vanda Carter

This story is about an adventurous girl, Ruth, who knows what she wants and means to get it, despite the pleas of her sleep deprived mummies and their tempting bribes.  £5.99

Mummy Never Told Me
   Babette Cole  

Open this delightful book for a sneaky peek at life’s little secrets, like why do grown-ups spend so much time in the bathroom, or why Mum and Dad sometimes lock their bedroom door? A witty exploration of taboos. £5.99 

The Family Book
   Todd Parr

Some families are big and some are small. Some families look alike and some like to eat different things. Some families adopt children, some have one parent instead of two and some have two moms or two dads. There are lots of different ways to be a family but all families like to hug each other! £4.99
William’s Doll
   Charlotte Zolotow

William wants a doll – to hug, to feed, to tuck in, and kiss goodnight. “Don’t be a creep,” says his brother. “Sissy, sissy,” chants the boy next door. His father buys him trains and a basketball – but not the doll that William really wants. Then one day, someone comes along who understands why William should have his doll. £5.99

Priscilla and the Pink Planet
   Nathaniel Hobbie  

Everything in Priscilla's world is pink. "Pink, pink, pink!" cries Priscilla with fright, "Pink to the left and pink to the right…" But when everything is the same colour (even if it's your favourite colour) it all starts to look the same. Priscilla encounters the Pink Planet's Great Queen of Pink and tries to convince her that everything is much more beautiful when there is a variety of colours. A fun book about the importance of difference! £5.99

Families

   Susan Kuklin

In frank, funny, and touching interviews, children from 15 different families talk about the ups and downs of their home lives.  Packed full of photos, the book reflects the diversity of contemporary life - mixed race and immigrant families, families of gay and lesbian couples, large and small families, families with adopted children.   £12.99 

Totally Joe
James Howe

"Everybody says you were kissing."

"What? That's ridiculous!"

"For heaven's sake, if you and Colin want to kiss, you have every right to."

"We did not kiss," I told her.

£4.99 Also out in paperback, the companion book The Misfits. Also £4.99 Ages 9-13.

Kiss

Jacqueline Wilson

Sylvie and Carl have been friends since they were tiny. They play together and call each other girlfriend and boyfriend. But as they become teenagers things begin to change. Carl has a new friend, Paul, who is taking all his attention. A delicately handled treatment of first love and heartbreak. £5.99 Ages 9-13

How To Order:

Orders can be made by phone, post, or email and we accept all major credit cards as well as Maestro, cheques or postal orders. We charge 15% p&p, (20% overseas). 
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